NT COOPERATION TREATY 



Ftec'd NSjPTe 1 0 JUL 2004 

RFATY W ^W-X 




From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



\ : ."" •• 



To: 

OKABE, Masao 
Patent Attorney 

Mo F>f)9 Fii-H RuilrHnn 
HU. dul ruj i du i luiiiy 

2-3, Marunouchi 3-chome 
Tokyo 100-0005 

JAPAN | 


INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 
(PCT Article 1 7(3)(a) and Rule 40.1 ) 


Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 27/05/2003 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

CF016933W0 


PAYMENT DUE A - 

within 45 KftfiXtts/days 
from the above date of mailing 


International application No. 
PCT/JP 03/00348 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) 17/0 l/2003 


Applicant 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



1 . This International Searching Authority 
(i) considers that there are _ 



by the claims indicated K8B$w7on the extra sheet: 



. (number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



and it considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
(Rules 13.1 , 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicatecDGfiKJw/on the extra sheet: 



(ii) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) will establish the international search report 
on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

1-13,16-19 

(iii) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application only if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid 
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The applicant is informed that, according to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest, 

i.e., a reasoned statement to the effect that the international application complies with the requirement of unity of invention 
or that the amount of the required additional fee is excessive. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-13,16-19 

signal processing method and apparatus for reproduction 
procedure management information 

2. Claims: 14-15 

television broadcast receiver with a moving image memory 
plane and a still image memory plane 

The closest prior art is described in document US-A-5241659; when 
comparing the subject-matter of independent claims 14 and 15 with the 
disclosure of said document, it presently appears that the special 
technical feature which defines a contribution over said prior art 
document is the memory unit with a moving image memory plane for moving 
image data and a still image memory plane for still image data. 
Since said feature is not present in the subject-matter of claims 1-13 
and 16-19, the present invention does not meet the requirements of unity 
of invention. 

As a consequence, the following two groups are defined: 

1) claims 1-13,16-19: signal processing method and apparatus for 
reproduction procedure management information 

2) television broadcast receiver with a moving image memory plane and a 
still image memory plane 
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1. The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

2. This cornhnKiica?on is not the international search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3. If the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4. If the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
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"O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
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•P" document published prior to the Internationa If iling date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T a later document published after theinternational filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with theapplication but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more othersuch docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 
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